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Location Address: 

345 Minnamurra Falls Road Jamberoo NSW 2533

(Nearest intersection Jamberoo Mountain Road)

GPS Coordinates:

S34°38.020

E150°43.965
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Rainforest Loop Walk
This boardwalk starts and finishes at the Visitor Centre. Teachers / Group Coordinators must carry 
their own first aid provisions and supply adequate supervision, in accordance with DEC Policies 
to undertake this walk.

The walk has three stages, of varying difficultly.

Stage 1:
The first 450m of the boardwalk from the Visitor Centre to the second suspension bridge provides flat, easy walking and wheelchair access.
Stage 2:

The next 650m section leads to the intersection to the Falls Walk. The track climbs steeply into the canopy of the rainforest.

Stage3:
The final 500m of the track back to the Visitor Centre is mostly downhill and relatively steep.

Minnamurra Falls Walk 
This is an optional walk for groups. Teachers / Coordinators must carry their own first aid
provisions and supply adequate supervision in accordance with DEC Policies to undertake this walk.
This walk commences half way around the Rainforest Loop Walk. This is a challenging walk, along a 
paved surface and timber boardwalk. Please ensure children remain together as a group, and do don’t return
ahead of the supervising teacher. Your group should only undertake this walk if all participants are fit and 
have adequate time and supervision. (Please consider the ability of all students, including medical and mobility considerations)
Stage 1:

The first 500m of this walk is relatively steep paved walkway with strategically located seats.
Stage 2:

The next 800m of this walk undulating paved walkway and boardwalk.
Stage 3:

The final 100m to the upper and lower falls viewing platforms is steep. 

What to bring and wear



Raincoats, hats, sensible closed-in walking shoes, appropriate layered clothing and water in a refillable bottle. Taps to refill water bottles are located near the Lyrebird Café. (Bottled water can no longer be purchased from the Lyrebird Café due to environmental impacts).
 Water should be carried on the walk as there is no water available along the walking tracks. Gas BBQ (free) are located in the lower picnic area (no bookings can be made for the BBQs).
Toilets

Toilets are located only at the Visitors Centre. It is recommended that all students go to the toilet prior to leaving the Visitors Centre. There are no toilets along the walking tracks.
Supervision

The leading teacher must be Senior First Aid and CPR trained, and it is highly recommended that all teachers/carers are able to administer first aid if required.

Students remain the responsibility of teachers at all times, including on guided walks. It is the responsibility of the school to ensure adequate supervision (as required by NSW DEC). Please ensure students remain supervised during allocated breaks (a teacher needs to 
be present when groups are using the toilets). It is the responsibility of the teaching staff to ensure all rubbish is placed in a bin before leaving the picnic area.
Student behaviour

Children must remain supervised at all times by teachers / carers. All teachers / carers / students should be aware of the park regulations that are provided to all groups. 

If students will be using the Café or Visitor Centre shop please notify staff at time of booking. Small groups of 6 students at a time 
with a supervising teacher are recommended. 

Stinging Trees
Some rainforest plants have stinging hairs to protect them from insect attack. Both stinging nettle and trees are found at
 Minnamurra Rainforest. Protect yourself by not touching these plants and remain on the track at all times. 

Snakes and Spiders

Minnamurra Rainforest is home to a number of venomous snakes and spiders. Please ensure all children remain on the walk tracks
at all times and do not approach any snakes or spiders. These are animals in their natural environment and all care should be taken
by to ensure students / groups remain well back from these animals.

First Aid

All Interpretive staff a Minnamurra Rainforest hold a current Senior First Aid. A basic first aid kit is carried by the guides during guided activities. This does not include medications such as ventalin or epipens. Please notify the Education Coordinator prior to commencing
the excursion of any medical conditions that may require immediate attention, particularly allergies, anaphylaxis, or students with individual health management plans. An Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is located in the visitors centre.
All groups should bring their own first aid kit that can be easily carried on the walks.

Distance from Transport

Maximum distance from transport is 1.5km. 

Communication

Interpretive staff will carry internal radio units on guided activities. There is limited mobile phone reception at Minnamurra Rainforest; a phone is located at the Visitors Centre.

Working with Children

On commencement of employment and every three years all interpretive staff are screened with a Working with Children Check by NSW Office of the Children’s Guardian [Child Protection (Working with Children) Act 2012].
Public Liability Insurance

Treasury Managed Fund (TMF)

Safety Measures
The failure to adhere to Park Regulations and a satisfactory standard of behaviour will result in the termination of guided activities.
 Please ensure all staff and students are familiar with Park Regulations. All NPWS personnel will enforce these regulations.
Emergency Evacuation Plan

All full time staff at the site have been inducted with emergency procedures. All staff have had specific training in emergency evacuation procedures. Our emergency evacuation check point is located on Level One parking bay (Bus parking area). 
Actions required by school teachers in the event of an emergency:
1. Ensure all students remain calm by taking charge of the group.

2. Keep the noise level as low as possible.

3. Take the roll with you.

4. Accompany the students to the Emergency Evacuation check point on Level One parking bay,and carry out a roll call.

5. Report any discrepancy in the roll to NPWS personnel.

6. All teachers and students must follow directions provided by NPWS staff for the safety of all guests.
Risk Assessment Matrix
	Risk Assessment Matrix

	How serious could the injury be?
	How likely is it to be that serious?

	
	Very

Likely
	Likely
	Unlikely
	Very 

Unlikely

	Death or permanent injury
	1
	1
	2
	3

	Long term illness or injury
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Medical attention and several days off
	2
	3
	4
	5

	First aid 

needed
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Severity – how seriously a person could be harmed
	Likelihood- an estimate of how probable it is for the hazard to cause harm.


	School Name:
	Group / Class:

	Principal:
	Number of students:

	Venue name: National Parks & Wildlife Service – Minnamurra Rainforest (Budderoo National Park)
	Address: 345 Minnamurra Falls Rd, Jamberoo NSW 2533

Ph: (02) 4236 0469         Fax: (02) 4236 0393

	Insurance: Does the venue have public liability cover?       Yes     X      No    
	Excursion Coordinator:

	Activity:
	Contact Number:

	Date of Excursion:
	Number of accompanying staff, parents, caregivers:

	Task Activity
	Hazard Identification & Associated Risk
	Assess Risk

(use matrix)
	Suggested Control Measures
 (Please modify accordingly).

	Bush walking   In  In the rainforest
	Allergic reactions to plants and animal bites
	1
	· Ask rainforest guides to identify high risk plants & animals to staff and students.

· Teachers to supervise all students to remain on the track at all times. Teachers who are first aid trained should be identified to students prior to commencing the excursion.
· High risk students to be identified and monitored by teachers/carers.

· Students at risk of allergies / anaphylactic shock to have individual health management plan, with notification given to Education Coordinator at time of booking.

· Any child prescribed with an Epipen, or Epipen junior must be identified and carry a health management plan.

· Students to wear suitable in-closed walking shoes (no thongs or sandals).

· First aid kits to be carried by group coordinator.

· Advise participants to check for ticks and leeches after the activity.

· All students are to wash their hands with soapy water before eating.



	In the rainforest

	Variations in track surfaces and overhanging branches.

	3
	· Ensure students are closely supervised by teachers, walk in an orderly manner, remaining on the track and keeping together as a group. The board walk surface when moist can be slippery, ensure all students are closely supervised.
· Rainforest Guides to lead the group, teachers to supervise students at all times. Where possible it is recommended that a teacher/adult carer tail the group. 
NOTE: If groups are not accompanied by a Rainforest Guide, teachers are responsible to lead the group from the front keeping the group in a tight format, without spreading out.

· Entry to the river is strictly prohibited; all visitors must remain on the track.


	In the rainforest
	Snake or spider bites.
	2
	· In a natural environment, there is the potential to encounter venomous snakes and spiders.  All snakes and spiders should be considered potentially dangerous and the group should slowly back away from the snake or spider to minimise the chance of being bitten. All animals in the Park are protected.
· 

	In the rainforest
	Exposure to sun, wind, rain or cold conditions.
	5
	· Students to wear / bring suitable clothing and footwear. All students should bring raincoat and sun hats regardless of the forecast.

· School group coordinator to check Illawarra District forecast with Bureau of Meteorology (www.bom.gov.au) 24 hours before visit.

· The management of Minnamurra Rainforest reserves the right to close access to all or part of the walk due to actual or potential hazards.

· 

	Walking to and from transport.
	Struck by vehicle on road.
	3
	· Ensure all children are supervised at all times. Students are given a safety brief, prior to disembarking the bus.
· Brief all teachers / carers and students on park rules and regulations, including behavioural expectations.

· Teachers to ensure students use pedestrian crossing and remain together as a group at all times.



	Travelling to Minnamurra Rainforest
	Travel Sickness
	3
	· Identify known travel sickness children to carry sick bag. Have water and cleaning products available.



	Lost Child
	Child separated from the group
	5
	· Before entering the park assign students a “buddy”. Advise children to go to the Visitor’s centre if they separate from the group.

· Students should be counted at rest stops, and when loading on and off buses.



	General Illness / allergies
	Pre-existing medical conditions.
	4
	· Identify participants with known medical conditions,and ensure appropriate medication / treatment is available and registered.

· Notify the Education Coordinator of high risk students.

· 

	Data Collection and sampling
	Exposure to sun/weather, dehydration, irritation on contact with vegetative material, slips and trips and bites and stings
	3
	· Ensure participants know how to use the equipment. Check participants and staff have hats/sunscreen/water bottle and appropriate PPE eg gloves and glasses.

· Ensure students are aware of stinging tree locations (bag small tres where possible)



	Emergencies

	Various Emergency situation eg: Fire
	3
	· Group leaders to remain close to the group at all times. Group leaders and students to obey instructions from Minnamurra Rainforest staff.



	
	
	
	

	 Teachers Name :                                                                       Teachers Signature:                                                                                 Date:


Location Map





Walking Tracks





Distance


1.6km





Time Suggested


1 hour





Level of difficulty


Easy











Distance


2.6 km (return)





Time Suggested


1 Hour





Level of difficulty


Medium








General Information








 Please note that the information provided above by Minnamurra Rainforest was current as of February 2019. It has been provided to assist teachers their risk management planning for the excursion. Please modify this document and consider how all the identified risks are best managed in a way that suits your students and school, as in accordance with the Department of Education Policies.


